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DIOCESAN PRAYER DIARY 
 

Please pray for our diocese as a whole, that… 

…we would trust in him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, and that 
to him would be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever. 

             See Ephesians 3:20–21 
 
 
 

This edition: August 2026 
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D A Y  1  
Cathedral Parish: The Very Rev’d James and Fran Hodson; the 
Rev’d Phil and Sho Howes; the Rev’ds Rob and Xanthe Yemm 
(Assistant Ministers) 

• Give thanks for the care people are showing one another in really 
tough times 

• Give thanks for those organising invite a friend social activities 

• Ask that parents can consistently show faith is more important than 
busyness   

• Ask that those who haven’t been for a while would come back to 
church. 

D A Y  2  
Kelso: The Rev’d James and Charly Boardman 

• Pray that God might resolve in our hearts that we would be a church 
on our knees, prayerfully dependent on Him. 

• Pray that God might, fortify, sanctify, multiply, unify, and glorify His 
People in the parish of Kelso. 

• Thank God for our partnership with The Bush Church Aid Society and 
our partnerships with other churches through The Bush Church Aid 
Society. Pray that God might deepen these partnerships for His Glory. 

D A Y  3 
Coolah-Dunedoo: Dr James and Miriam White; Glenn and Wendy 
Murray; served by faithful lay ministers 

• Give thanks for the work of the Holy Spirit in our Parish. Pray for 
hearts and minds of those in our communities to continue to respond 
to the Holy Spirit's call. 

• Give thanks for Glenn & Wendy Murray who finish their time with us in 
December. 

• Pray for the Lord to provide a new minister, stipend support and 
replacement SRE teachers for Dunedoo and Coolah Central Schools.   
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D A Y  4 
Blayney: The Rev’d Bob (locum) and Fiona Cameron 

• Give thanks to God for his provision for the parish in this interim 
season, and pray that we will be able to steward resources wisely to 
be prepared for the next season of gospel ministry. 

• Give thanks for all those who serve devotedly and generously, 
especially our LLMs and churchwardens, who labour faithfully for the 
sake of Christ's church; and pray for the provision of a new Rector to 
pastor the flock and lead us in proclaiming Christ. 

• Pray for wisdom and grace as we consider the most effective and 
strategic ways to utilise our time, energies and skills in the service of 
Christ. 

• Ask God to graciously bring people to church who do not yet know 
him, that they might come to faith in his Son through our ministry 
here. 

D A Y  5 
Oberon: The Rev’d Jonny and Liz Lush 

• Thanks to God for our first service to Youth/Young Adults held in June. 
We had 9 young people aged from early teens through to early 20’s.  
We’ll be running this service monthly for starters and see how it goes. 
Pray that as we study Mark’s Gospel and enjoy fellowship together 
that God’s wonderful Gospel will change hearts and minds, and see 
genuine disciples of Jesus grow. 

• Please pray for good connections with young families through 
ministries like SRE, and our planned Pupil Free Day Club we’ll trial on 
the first day of term 4. Pray that families we have already started 
building relationships with from outside the church will have hungry 
hearts for God and becoming part of his kingdom. 

• Pray for our regular services at Oberon, Tarana, Hampton and Mutton 
Falls churches. Thank God for the spiritual growth we’re seeing in 
many of our people, but also that more and more people would join 
us on a regular basis. 
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D A Y  6 
Cudgegong Valley: Archdeacon Tim and Sarah St Quintin; the 
Rev’d Josh and Jordon Taylor; Levi Kowalczyk (Ministry 
Apprentice) 

• Give thanks for Levi’s ministry apprenticeship over the past 2 years. 
As his Apprenticeship finishes in December, pray for his discernment 
for the next steps in ministry development, and for other workers for 
the harvest to take on some of his ministry roles. 

• Give thanks for the ministry of St Luke’s Gulgong. As we prepare to 
give thanks for the 150th anniversary of the church building in 
November, and for restoration works, pray that the church will 
continue to grow and the ministry will continue to build. 

• Pray for various events and opportunities to connect with our 
communities, in particular the opportunities that Christmas services 
provide. 

D A Y  7 
Cowra: The Rev’d Ben and Alissa Connelly 

• Praise God for 1 year of musical playgroup, and the connections 
we’ve made with non-church families. 

• Pray for the continued growth of our children’s ministries and that 
God would raise up new leaders for them. 

• Pray that more people might join our bible study groups. 

• Pray that we would know the fullness of Christ in his word. 

• Pray that we might grow our connections with the wider Cowra 
community so that we might introduce them to Jesus. 

D A Y  8 
Canowindra: The Rev’d Mick & Tammy, and Mischa George 

• Give thanks for the Diocese Revitalisation Program and pray for its 
continued effectiveness in this region. 

• Give thanks for the Gospel work happening within the local 
community and ecumenical opportunities between denominations. 
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• Pray for growth in resources - Gospel workers, Biblical wisdom, 
Finances and Prayer Warriors. 

• Give thanks that God's Family is growing in this parish as we establish 
new outreach ministries. 

• Give thanks for the faithful members of Harvest Community Church 
and for the local communities within the parish boundaries who have 
embraced the George Family as part of our local church and 
community. 

D A Y  9  
Grenfell: The Rev’d Steve and Clenda Wockner  

• We give thanks to God for the good numbers who attended Easter 
Sunday, Back to Church Sunday and Christmas in July. 

• Pray for wisdom and discernment concerning the Parish's future as 
numbers and finances decline. 

• Pray for members to deepen their faith and discipleship as we learn 
from 1 Peter each Sunday. 

• Pray that the hard soil of the Grenfell community to the Gospel may 
soften. 

D A Y  10 
West Wyalong: The Rev’d David (locum) and Romayne Hayman 

• Give thanks for the salt and light witness to Jesus of our congregation 
in our town and district. 

• Give thanks for the growth of the congregation over time. 

• Give thanks for the growth in our prayer group and the Connect (Bible 
Study) groups. 

• Pray for more people to know Jesus and to regularly worship with us. 

• Pray for more young families to commit to our church. 

• Please join with us as we continue to pray for a new full time 
incumbent. 

  



Page 5 

D A Y  11 
Forbes: The Rev’ds Roger and Sally Phelps 

• Pray that we would always remember and give thanks for God's grace 
shown to us through Jesus. 

• Pray that we would be a church that is unified around Jesus and that 
all who come, including visitors, would see this. 

• Give thanks for our growing children's ministry and ask that God 
would raise up more leaders to serve in this ministry. 

• Give thanks for our home groups - pray that through them new and 
old members would be built up to know God's will and be more like 
Christ. 

• Pray that we would all have a loving concern for our families, friends 
and community to know Jesus. 

D A Y  12 
Parkes with Peak Hill: The Rev’d Steve and Lou Cimarosti  

• Thank God for the Cimarosti family settling in over the last 6 months. 
Pray for this to continue into the coming year. 

• Thank God for the way that parishioners have been growing in their 
knowledge and love of the Lord, and for the ongoing generosity of the 
parish. 

• Ask for the Lord’s provision for significant finances to cover the St 
George’s roof replacement, and for the parish to employ an assistant 
minister in the near future. 

• Pray for ongoing unity and close connection amongst the various 
congregations of the parish. Pray we would be like-minded, having 
the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind (Philippians 2:2). 

• Pray that the Lord would see our congregations double in number, 
and deepen in maturity. 
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D A Y  13 
Cumnock: served by faithful lay ministers 

• Pray that we will be an effective witness for Christ in our community. 

• Pray that the members of our congregation will continue to grow in 
their knowledge of Jesus and walk with him as their Lord and Saviour. 

• Thank God for the community support we receive and pray that this 
may translate into more people becoming actively involved in the 
church. 

• Thank God, that through the work of our licensed lay ministers and 
occasional visiting speakers we have been able to continue to 
provide a weekly worship service for our community. 

D A Y  14 
Condobolin: served by faithful lay ministers 

• Give thanks for the ministry of Janet Dyke, a lay worker from QLD, 
loving and serving the congregation in August and September 

• Give thanks for the promise of funds to help support a new minister. 

• Ask for a new minister for Condo who will love and teach God’s 
people and reach the town with the good news of Jesus. 

• Pray for God’s sustaining power for all who help in the ministry here.  

D A Y  15 
Orange – Holy Trinity: The Rev’d Andy and Amanda Martin; the 
Rev’d Bec and Yooie Choi; Ben (children’s & youth minister) and 
Rosie Feather 

• For our upcoming sermon series - a topical one on Scripture: Taking 
God At His Word, followed by Genesis 12-50: The God Who Is 
Faithful. Pray that we would be a Church that loves and obeys God’s 
word, and delights in our faithful God. 

• For The Bible Course: a new course to help us read the Bible, 
understand it and delight in doing what God says. Pray that more of 
us would be reading our Bible during the week, and joining midweek 
Bible Study groups. 
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• For us to keep proclaiming Jesus and sharing the good news with 
courage, wisdom and love, and for people to become Christians. 

D A Y  16 
Orange – St Barnabas: The Rev’d Ben and Bron Mackay; Jo 
(Children’s Ministry Worker) and Ian Watts 

• Give thanks for a number of new people who have joined us this year. 

• Pray for Ben and Bron and their family as they continue to adjust to 
life in Orange and settle into the ministry here. 

• Pray for wisdom for parish council as they work together to discern 
God’s will for the future and how to reach the people of Orange East.  

• Ask God to graciously bring people to church who do not yet know 
him, and that they might come to trust in Jesus through our ministry 
here. 

D A Y  17 
Cudal–Molong: The Rev’d Robbie (Priest-in-Charge) and Jemima 
Nichols 

• Please pray for Robbie Nichols and the family—Jemima, Bonnie (4), 
Augustine (Gus) (2), and Eve (1)—as they settle into the parish and 
adjust to its life and rhythms. 

• Praise God for Robbie’s ordination as priest on 22 August and pray 
God’s richest blessing on this new chapter. 

• Give thanks for the opportunity to preach the gospel recently to a 
number of people in the towns through funeral services. 

• Pray for continual energy, wisdom, and godliness for the tasks of 
family and ministry. 

D A Y  18 
Wellington: The Rev’d Carl (locum) and Jennie Palmer 

• Give thanks to God for all His blessings and His favour upon our 
church and community.  

• That the Wellington Parish will continue to grow and provide a real 
and positive influence within the Wellington district. 
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• Ask that we will faithfully model, speak and share the Good News of 
Christ in our community, especially to those who feel that there is no 
hope. 

• Pray that we will continue to see change in our community as we 
purposefully pray for the Gospel message to be heard, understood 
and implemented. 

• Ask that the Lord will continue to provide for all our needs, including a 
new future minister to faithfully lead our Parish. 

D A Y  19 
Dubbo: Archdeacon Andrew and Kath Thornhill; the Rev’d Justin 
(Deacon) and Alysha Baker 

• Pray that we would continue to grow together as we know Jesus and 
make Him known in our community, to the glory of God. 

• Pray that our renewed focus on giving, being part of Bible study 
groups, prayer, and church-care would see our church well equipped 
to know Jesus and make Him known. 

• Praise God for Justin’s ordination as Deacon on 22 August and pray 
for God’s richest blessing on him in this new chapter of ordained 
ministry. 

• Pray that our many challenges associated with our large and ageing 
property profile would see us ever-reliant on God through prayer, and 
that He would graciously give us wisdom and discernment in our 
stewardship. 

• Pray that our love would abound more and more in knowledge and 
depth of insight, that we would conduct ourselves in a manner worthy 
of the gospel of Christ, so that we are pure and blameless for the day 
of Christ  (from Philippians 1). 

D A Y  20 
Narromine and Trangie: The Rev’d Luke and Lauren Merriman 

• Give thanks for Luke and Lauren and family and ask God to keep 
them refreshed in him for all the joys and challenges of ministry.  

• Pray that our Men's Group & Ladies Bible Study at Narromine will 
continue to be a rich time of fellowship together and maturing in faith. 
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• Pray for the impact of the church in the surrounding area – that 
people will know that they can come and find a welcome at church 
and that many will come and hear of the hope we have in Jesus. 

D A Y  21 
Gilgandra: The Rev’d Stuart Border and faithful lay ministers 

• Pray for healing and peace for our sick and elderly; comfort and 
strength for those who mourn. 

• Pray for the “BELIEVE” program being offered to parishes; for its 
uptake and blessing, drawing people closer to Jesus. 

• Pray for continuing progress on the restoration of St Ambrose Church 
building. 

• Pray our Bible study groups will grow and mature, encouraging us to 
share the Gospel with others.  

D A Y  22 
Trundle: served by a faithful lay minister 

• Pray that the Lord continues to bless our churches across the parish, 
that they continue to grow, and that people will come and worship 
with us. Continue to pray for all people in the Trundle parish as there 
is still no minister of any denomination among us at this present time. 

• Pray for a minister who has a heart for ministry and a love for country 
people. A person who loves the Lord, wants to live in rural NSW and is 
good at pastoral care. 

• Thank God for the many blessings that he has given us, including the 
recent rains, that we will continue to grow and flourish across our 
parish and the state. Pray that God will be with our farmers in the 
coming weeks as they prepare their crops. Pray for safety for those 
who are travelling on the road at harvest to watch and slow down. 

• Pray for our people across our centres, that they may continue to be 
beacons of light across our communities (Trundle, Tullamore, Fifield, 
Albert and Bogan Gate) and encourage them in their faith. Help all of 
us to regularly spend time with God thanking him for the good things 
in our life, praying, reading our bibles and helping others in whatever 
way we can.  
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D A Y  23 
Warren: served by faithful lay ministers 

• For God’s blessing on this congregation as they persevere without an 
ordained minister. Pray that the bishop’s sermons used in church 
each week will be a great blessing. 

• For wisdom in providing ministry in the future and that the Lord will 
make clear how best to shepherd his flock and Share Jesus for Life. 

• Please pray that we will all grow in our knowledge and love of God, 
have a clear understanding of the gospel, and spur one another on in 
our walk with Jesus and our love and good deeds.  

D A Y  24 
Coonabarabran: served by faithful lay ministers 

• Ask the Lord to strengthen and encourage our church leaders and 
those who serve in the church – so that we may grow in our 
relationship with our Saviour and with each other. 

• Pray that the Lord will prepare the heart and way for a new minister 
for our parish. Pray that the nominators may be wise in their 
deliberations. 

• May we encourage those who attend occasionally or for one-off 
events to know more about the hope we have in Jesus as Lord and 
Saviour. 

• We pray for our church events and that lives will be changed and 
people’s hearts open to hearing the Gospel message. 

D A Y  25 
Coonamble: served by faithful lay ministers and the Rev’d Jim 
Kapetangiannis who serves here one weekend a month 

• Praise God for Jim’s ordination on 22 August and ask God’s rich 
blessing in this new chapter of ministry for him. 

• We praise God for Jim's monthly ministry and the seeds of growth that 
are a result of his support and leadership. 
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• We pray for the younger people who have joined us for worship, that 
they learn of God’s everlasting greatness and we can support them 
adequately as they develop their own love of God. 

• We pray for our outreach endeavours. Our monthly afternoon teas 
are being well received by those who attend them. We pray for 
continued unity between Church and community. 

D A Y  26 
Nyngan 

• Nyngan has no regular services at present. 

• Please pray for a solution so that services may resume. 

• Pray for a fresh work of God’s Holy Spirit in the people of this church. 

• Thanks for our Op Shop and that we’ll use this to reach people for 
Christ. 

D A Y  27 
Cobar: Archdeacon James and Brittany Daymond 

• Ask that church members would be effective in engaging with the 
Cobar community as ambassadors of Jesus. 

• Ask for teenagers to continue to benefit from the ISCF Recess Group 
at Cobar High School called Snacks ‘n Jesus (presently we are going 
through the Scripture Union Chat-A-Box resource). 

• Ask for helpful conversations to occur when the Cobar Christian 
Leaders visit community leaders in an organised round of visits.  

• Ask God for more people to be reached on the land and in town 
through our Outreach Visiting ministry so that people can hear the 
good news of Jesus.  

• Ask God for people to be drawn to hear about Jesus and to join in with 
worship at our Sunday morning service.  

• Ask God for One-on-One Bible Study to be a great encouragement to 
all involved and may this ministry increase in number of people 
involved. 
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D A Y  28 
Bourke-Brewarrina: served by a faithful lay minister 

• For this faithful congregation, persevering through adversity and 
longing that they may one day have a shepherd to love and teach 
them. 

• That this congregation will be nurtured and encouraged by God’s 
word and given grace to keep trusting and serving him, though the way 
is hard. 

• Ask God’s special blessing on and strength for Cec Dorrington, lay 
minister, as he serves the congregation each week. 

• For wisdom to know how best to be good stewards of the Brewarrina 
site as there are no regular services being held there. 

D A Y  29 
In the Diocesan office: 
Louise Hickey – Admin Assistant 

• Praise God for the wonderful SRE teachers and helpers who faithfully 
take God’s good news into schools each week across the diocese! 
Pray for the children, that their hearts and minds will be open to 
hearing God’s Word and for many opportunities for them to talk to 
their parents about what they’ve been learning. Pray that God will give 
the teachers and helpers boldness, energy and enthusiasm in sharing 
about God’s love. 

• Please pray for our Admin staff throughout the diocese – for their 
ministry in supporting staff and church members in the many 
different tasks that they do. Pray that they will be a great witness to 
those in the community that they have contact with. 

• Please pray for our Parish Safe Ministry Coordinators and all who are 
helping to organise safe ministry in our churches as they organise all 
of the paperwork and training for our valuable church volunteers. 

• Please pray that I will always be organised and efficient in supporting 
Bishop Mark and our Registrar, Warwick Baines especially during this 
time of transition. 
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Dr Warwick Baines – Registrar and Business Manager  

• Pray that I would be sustained by God's grace as I carry an increased 
workload during the interregnum between bishops, with wisdom to 
prioritise well, strength for the task, and confidence in God's 
provision. 

• Give thanks for the re-establishment of the Diocesan Audit 
Committee and the Diocesan Records Committee, and pray that both 
committees would be effective, diligent, mission-minded and skilled 
in supporting good stewardship, accountability and governance 
across the diocese. 

• Pray that, in all the varied responsibilities of the role, especially in 
managing historical claims of abuse, I would act with wisdom, 
compassion, integrity and justice, seeking to serve Christ faithfully in 
every situation (Colossians 3:23). 

D A Y  30 
Bishop Mark and Susan Calder: 

• Pray for Mark and Susan as their time here draws rapidly to a close 
and for the Lord's blessing on their new chapter. 

• Pray that Mark will walk closely with and in humble dependence on 
the Lord. 

 
After September 19: 

• Pray for our new bishop and their family - that the Lord may prepare 
them for this new role 

• Pray that the Lord will use our new bishop mightily to teach us, 
shepherd us, equip us and bless us in the work of Sharing Jesus for 
Life. 
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D A Y  31 
Across the diocese 

Please pray regularly for those parishes seeking clergy to shepherd them 
(as of August 2026): 
 

1. Bourke/Brewarrina 
2. Blayney 
3. Coonamble 
4. Nyngan 
5. Warren 
6. Coolah-Dunedoo 

7. Cumnock  
8. Trundle 
9. Condobolin 
10. Coonabarabran 
11. Wellington 
12. West Wyalong 



 

 
 

SHARING  
JESUS

 


	DAY 1
	Cathedral Parish: The Very Rev’d James and Fran Hodson; the Rev’d Phil and Sho Howes; the Rev’ds Rob and Xanthe Yemm (Assistant Ministers)

	Day 2
	Kelso: The Rev’d James and Charly Boardman

	Day 3
	Coolah-Dunedoo: Dr James and Miriam White; Glenn and Wendy Murray; served by faithful lay ministers

	Day 4
	Blayney: The Rev’d Bob (locum) and Fiona Cameron

	Day 5
	Oberon: The Rev’d Jonny and Liz Lush

	Day 6
	Cudgegong Valley: Archdeacon Tim and Sarah St Quintin; the Rev’d Josh and Jordon Taylor; Levi Kowalczyk (Ministry Apprentice)

	Day 7
	Cowra: The Rev’d Ben and Alissa Connelly

	Day 8
	Canowindra: The Rev’d Mick & Tammy, and Mischa George

	Day 9
	Grenfell: The Rev’d Steve and Clenda Wockner

	Day 10
	West Wyalong: The Rev’d David (locum) and Romayne Hayman

	Day 11
	Forbes: The Rev’ds Roger and Sally Phelps

	Day 12
	Parkes with Peak Hill: The Rev’d Steve and Lou Cimarosti

	Day 13
	Cumnock: served by faithful lay ministers

	Day 14
	Condobolin: served by faithful lay ministers

	Day 15
	Orange – Holy Trinity: The Rev’d Andy and Amanda Martin; the Rev’d Bec and Yooie Choi; Ben (children’s & youth minister) and Rosie Feather

	Day 16
	Orange – St Barnabas: The Rev’d Ben and Bron Mackay; Jo (Children’s Ministry Worker) and Ian Watts

	Day 17
	Cudal–Molong: The Rev’d Robbie (Priest-in-Charge) and Jemima Nichols

	Day 18
	Wellington: The Rev’d Carl (locum) and Jennie Palmer

	Day 19
	Dubbo: Archdeacon Andrew and Kath Thornhill; the Rev’d Justin (Deacon) and Alysha Baker

	Day 20
	Narromine and Trangie: The Rev’d Luke and Lauren Merriman

	Day 21
	Gilgandra: The Rev’d Stuart Border and faithful lay ministers

	Day 22
	Trundle: served by a faithful lay minister

	Day 23
	Warren: served by faithful lay ministers

	Day 24
	Coonabarabran: served by faithful lay ministers

	Day 25
	Coonamble: served by faithful lay ministers and the Rev’d Jim Kapetangiannis who serves here one weekend a month

	Day 26
	Nyngan

	Day 27
	Cobar: Archdeacon James and Brittany Daymond

	Day 28
	Bourke-Brewarrina: served by a faithful lay minister

	Day 29
	In the Diocesan office:
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	Dr Warwick Baines – Registrar and Business Manager

	Day 30
	Bishop Mark and Susan Calder:

	Day 31
	Across the diocese


