
Series¿ 8 surprises – Matthew's Gospel 
Title¿ Walking on water – no magic trick 
Passage¿ Matthew 14:22-36 

 

1. Why do you think people so often read this passage mainly as a story about coping with the 
"storms of life"? What might we miss if we stop there?  

2. According to Matthew's Gospel, what does this account reveal about who Jesus is?  

3. The sermon lists many titles for Jesus (Messiah, Saviour, God with us, King, Shepherd, Judge, 
Son of God). Which of these most shapes the way you relate to him, and why?  

4. Jesus deliberately withdrew to pray after an exhausting period of ministry. What does his 
example teach us about our own need for prayer?  

5. Read Job 9:8 alongside Matthew 14:22–33. Why is it significant that Jesus walks on the sea?  

6. Peter stepped out of the boat in faith but began to sink when he looked at the wind. What does 
his experience teach us about faith, fear and dependence on Christ?  

7. Peter cried out, "Lord, save me!" In what ways is that a picture of the Christian life and the 
gospel?  

8. The disciples' response was worship: "Truly you are the Son of God." Why is worship the 
appropriate response to this miracle?  

9. Mark said that Jesus came primarily to deal with God's problem—how a holy God can reconcile 
sinners to himself. How does that reshape the way we think about the purpose of Jesus' 
coming?  

10. How does seeing Jesus primarily as the Son of God and Saviour change the way we think about 
our own needs and prayers?  

11. What part of this passage or sermon most deepened your understanding of Jesus, and what 
response does it call for in your life this week? 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank you for revealing your Son to us in all his glory. Thank you that Jesus is not 
merely a great teacher or an inspiring example, but the promised Messiah, your beloved Son, the Lord 
of creation and the Saviour of the world. Forgive us for the times we make Jesus too small, or make the 
gospel mainly about ourselves. Help us instead to see him as he truly is and to respond as the 
disciples did—with awe, worship and wholehearted trust. Thank you that Jesus came not simply to 
improve our lives, but to save us from our sin, reconcile us to you, and give us eternal life. Help us to 
depend on him as Peter did when he cried, "Lord, save me." Teach us also to follow our Lord's example 
by making time to seek you in prayer. Strengthen our faith, deepen our love for Christ, and fill us with 
confidence to worship him, serve him, and make him known. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, 
truly the Son of God. Amen. 

 


