God’s Gospel: the big picture in Romans
Talk 7 — Dead to Sin Alive in Christ — Romans 6

Opening / big picture

1. Mark said that becoming a Christian is not about becoming a “nicer pirate” but about a complete change of
allegiance. What stood out to you most from that picture?

Shall we keep on sinning:
1. Because God will just give more grace? (6:1-14)

2. Why do you think some people assume that if salvation is by grace, then sin no longer really matters?

3. Paul responds very strongly: “By no means!” Why is continuing comfortably in sin completely inconsistent
with the Christian life?

4. What does Paul mean when he says Christians have “died to sin”?
5. How does baptism picture both death to the old life and resurrection to a new life?

6. Mark said: “We have to stop thinking of the Christian message as some sort of self-improvement morality
system,” but a “dead-to-sin-alive-to-God” system. Discuss the difference and why this matters?

7. God says: “Count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” What might it look like practically to
think and live in line with that truth this week?

Shall we keep on sinning:
2. Because rules no longer rule? (6:15-23)

8. Why do people often think freedom means “nobody rules me”? (Remember the old Anglican collect, “in
whose service is perfect freedom”!)

9. Paul says human beings are always enslaved to someone or something. Do you think that is true? Why or why
not?

10. v22 If we've seen set free from sin, why do we still struggle with it?

11. What does it mean to be enslaved to righteousness? Take note of where this leads! Praise God!

Take-home

12. Paul says believers now “obey from the heart” (v17). Why is that especially fitting to reflect on during
Pentecost? What role does the Holy Spirit play in Christian obedience and transformation?

Prayer

Lord God, thank you that through Jesus Christ we have died to sin and been raised to new life. Thank you that sin
no longer reigns over us, and that by your Holy Spirit you are transforming us from the inside out. Help us to
count ourselves dead to sin and alive to you, and to live each day in joyful obedience to King Jesus. In Jesus’
name. Amen.



