Enduring Hope — Living in the Meantime:
Romans 8:18-25

Explore the Text

1. Living in a Broken World (vv18-21)
* What words or phrases in these verses describe the current state of the world? What evidence do you see
of this in the world? In your life?

¢ How does Paul compare present suffering with future glory?

* How does that future hope shape our experience of the here-and-now?

2. Groaning in the Now but Not Yet (vv22-23)
¢ What does “groaning” mean here? How is it different from “grumbling”? Find a Psalm that expresses such
“groaning”.

* What is God’s role in creation’s suffering, futility, bondage to decay, and groaning?

)

¢ How might you respond to a friends comment “life shouldn’t be like this” or “life wasn’t meant to be easy’
in a way that points them toward God?

3. Waiting with Expectant Patience (vv24-25)
¢ How does Paul describe Christian hope?

¢ What's the difference between waiting with frustration and waiting with joyful anticipation?

¢ How do God’s promises help us wait patiently and eagerly?

Application Questions
* How does this passage reshape your view of suffering?

* How can we encourage each other to groan faithfully rather than grumble?

Prayer
e Thank God for the hope of future glory.

« Ask for patience and trust as we wait.

« Pray for those groaning under heavy burdens.
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