Enduring Hope — In War and Peace

1. War and Conflict

Why is remembrance of those who served our nations in times of war and conflict
helpful for us as communities?

What might we do as individuals, as churches, as a nation to serve the common
good in times of War and Conflict?

What are the root causes of War and Conflict in our world?

Why might these create limits to our ability to bring lasting peace?

2. Memorials

Consider the Honour Rolls and Memorials in your church and local community:
What inscriptions do they have?

How do they reflect a longing for enduring hope in the face of war and loss?

To what extent do they reflect a Christian hope? In what way?

3. The End of War

Read Micah 4:1-5

What stands out to you most in this description?

What is Micah describing? How might we expect this to be realised?

How might this passage shape our expectations of enduring hope in the threat of or the
reality of war?

4. Prayer

In the sermon, Tim encouraged us to not only remember, but also pray—for those who
serve us now as members of the Defence Force — and especially our chaplains - for
those who grieve, and for peace in our time. Spend some time in prayer, using the
following prayers or your own:



PRAYER FOR PEACE: God of the nations, whose kingdom rules over all, have mercy on
our broken and divided world. Shed abroad your peace in the hearts of all people and
hasten the day when nation shall not take up arms against nation and they shall not
learn war anymore. This we pray in the name of the one who gave his life for the sake of
the world: Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen.

PRAYER FOR LEADERS: ALMIGHTY Father, whose will is to restore all things in your
beloved Son, the King of all: govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, and bring
the families of the nations, divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, to be subject to
his just and gentle rule; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR MEMBERS OF THE DEFENCE FORCE: ETERNAL GOD, the only source of
peace; we pray for those who serve us in our Defence force. Give them courage and
comfortin all dangers, patience in waiting and discipline in the just use of force. Help
them and us to seek for all people the freedom to serve you and each other in peace
and justice. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO SUFFER BECAUSE OF WAR: FATHER OF MERCIES and God
of all comfort, whose Son ministered to those in need: we pray for all those who suffer
through the wars of nations, by loss of home or faculties, by loss of friends and loved
ones, by loss of happiness or security or freedom. We pray for those who continue to
bear the scars of conflict in mind, body, or spirit. We pray for those whose hearts are still
bitter and find it difficult to forgive. Comfort their hearts, uphold their faith and grant
them peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE: ALMIGHTY GOD, our Heavenly Father, we remember with
thanksgiving those who made the supreme sacrifice for us in time or war. As we
remember their service and count the cost of war, may your grace enable us this day to
dedicate ourselves to the cause of justice, freedom and peace; and give us the wisdom
and strength to build a better world, for the honour and glory of your Name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

PRAYER FOR MILITARY CHAPLAINS: Lord God of Hosts, we pray for your clergy whom
you have called to the ministry of uniformed Chaplaincy, and for those who proclaim
your love and compassion on battlefields and Defence establishments where Australian
military personnel serve. Lord, strengthen their faith as they seek to witness to you in
the secular world. Protect them from all dangers and comfort them in the long
separations from their families and the familiar things of church that they must endure.
Give them your wisdom, strengthen them in your truth, fill them with your compassion
for those they serve, and make them a faithful presence, that, by word and deed, they
may point people to the hope that can only be found in Christ. We ask in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

Other Prayer resources can be found at: https://www.defenceanglicans.org.au/prayer/



