
The Anglican Diocese of Bathurst 

Je s u s  

Week 8 – Colossians 3:18-4:1 

Discussion Questions 
Leaders – choose what will best serve your group. These questions draw directly from the sermon and aim 
to help people reflect on what they heard and apply it in life. 

New Life in Christ makes a radical difference at home - read again Colossians 3:18–4:1 
1. Paul’s teaching here flows directly from Colossians 3:1–17. How does being “raised with Christ” 

shape the way we relate to those closest to us (v18–4:1)? Why do you think Paul moves from 
personal holiness to household relationships? 

2. In the ancient world, husbands, fathers, and masters had almost unlimited power. How would this 
passage have sounded to them—and to the rest of the household? 

3. In the sermon, we heard that the most significant relationships in life should reflect the character of 
Christ. What character traits from earlier in chapter 3 (e.g. vv12–14) do you think are most relevant 
for husbands, fathers, and masters? 

Husbands are to love 
4. Verse 19 calls husbands to love their wives and not be harsh with them. What does this look like in 

practice? What kind of love is Paul talking about? 

5. The sermon noted that some husbands are generous, gentle, and servant-hearted—while others 
are harsh, controlling, or indifferent. What might make this command difficult for some men to 
hear or obey? 

6. How can Christian husbands grow in loving their wives more like Christ loves the church? 

Fathers are to encourage 
7. What does Paul mean by “do not embitter your children” (v21)? What might that look like in a 

home today? 

8. The sermon described parenting that disciplines without crushing, and guides without exasperating. 
What are some helpful ways Christian parents can model the heart of the Father? 

Masters are to mirror the Master 
9. What does it mean to treat others with “what is right and fair” (4:1)? How does remembering that 

we have a Master in heaven reshape how we lead or supervise others? 

10. What might this verse say to someone who manages staff, supervises others, or holds influence at 
work or in the community? 

Taking it seriously 
11. In the sermon, we heard confronting statistics about domestic abuse in Australia and even within 

the church. How did you feel hearing those facts? Were you surprised? 

12. Mark reminded us that the church is not immune to the misuse of power and that these verses can 
be misused to excuse or enable harm. How can we protect one another from that? What should 
our posture be as a church? 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, thank you that you are our Master in heaven—good, just, and full of mercy. Please help us to 
reflect your character in every relationship: in our homes, in our families, and wherever we lead or serve. 
Strengthen those who are struggling. Protect the vulnerable. Change the hearts of those who misuse 
power. And may our homes be places where your love is seen and known. Amen. 

the incomparable 
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