Then They Will Know
the Gospel according to Ezekiel

Week 2 — Ezekiel 4-5

Discussion Questions
Leaders — choose what will best serve your group. These questions draw directly from the sermon and aim to help
people reflect on what they heard and apply it in life.

Grappling with Judgement

1. Judgment acted out (4:1-5:4)

1. Ezekiel acted out God’s judgement in strange, dramatic ways (lying on his side, eating defiled food, shaving
his head and beard). Why do you think God used these vivid “sign-acts” to communicate his message?

2. What might it tell us about the seriousness of sin that God didn’t just give Ezekiel words, but commanded
him to live out a message that was costly, humbling, and even humiliating?

3. Why do you think we tend to minimise or downplay God’s judgement today? What dangers come from
treating sin lightly?
2. Judgment explained (5:5-17)

4. In Ezekiel 5:7-8 God says his people had not only rebelled, but had been worse than the nations around
them. Why is it especially serious when God’s people live no differently from the world?

5. How might reflecting on Judah’s failure stir us to take more seriously our own calling as God’s people — to
be holy, distinct, and set apart?

6. What emotions do passages of judgement stir in you — fear? defensiveness? sadness? How do we allow
those feelings to lead us not to despair, but to repentance and faith?

3. Judgment understood

7. Thereis only one God — holy, just, righteous, who rightly judges sin. And there is only one God — merciful,
gracious, abounding in steadfast love, who rescues sinners at infinite cost to himself. How does holding both
truths together shape your faith and your worship?

8. Why is it vital to hold together both truths — that God'’s judgement is real, and that his mercy is greater still?
What happens if we lose sight of either one?

9. Inthe sermon we heard that ultimately God’s judgement fell on Jesus at the cross. How does this deepen
your gratitude for what Christ has done?

10. Which of the ways the Bible speaks about the cross (e.g. he bore our sin, he was pierced for us, he became
sin for us) most helps you appreciate the wonder of God’s grace?
Bringing It Home
e  Which challenge from this passage do you most need to take to heart?
o To take more seriously the weight of sin and God’s judgement?
o To let that drive you to deeper repentance and faith?
o Torejoice more deeply in the mercy of God shown at the cross?
Prayer

Lord God, you are holy and just, and you rightly judge sin. Forgive us when we treat sin lightly, and when our lives
look no different from the world around us. Thank you that in Jesus, judgement has fallen, mercy has triumphed, and
hope is ours forever. Help us to take your holiness seriously, to cling to your mercy, and to rejoice always in the
incomparable grace of the cross. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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