
 

Lent 3: Love for enemies? 
Discussion group questions 

Luke 6:27-36 

Leaders – choose carefully. Some questions pick up similar themes, so work out what is best for your group. 

The Challenge 

1. Jesus begins this passage by asking, "Are you listening?" What do you think it means to truly 
listen to Jesus in the context of this teaching? How might we ensure we're actively listening TO 
THE MESSAGE OF THIS PASSAGE, rather than just hearing? 

2. Why do you think Jesus specifically addresses the listeners here? What might be the significance 
of this invitation to fully engage with His radical teaching on loving enemies? 

The Principle 

3. In verse 27b, Jesus commands us to love our enemies, do good to those who hate us, bless those 
who curse us, and pray for those who mistreat us. How does this challenge our natural 
instincts? What are some examples where this teaching might be particularly difficult to apply? 

4. Jesus says to love those who hate us. Who might fit into this category in your life right now? 
How can you put this principle into action today? 

5. Reflecting on the example shared in the sermon (about harm caused by family members, 
colleagues, or others), how can we respond with love instead of retaliation? 

The Illustrations 

6. Jesus uses exaggerated language (e.g., turning the other cheek, giving away possessions) to 
make a point. How do you interpret these extreme examples? What is the underlying message 
that Jesus is trying to convey through these illustrations. 

7. In what ways might we apply these illustrations in our daily lives? Can you think of any recent 
situations where you might have responded differently if you applied these teachings? 

8. How does the idea of being “radically different from the world” challenge the way we typically 
respond to conflict? 

The Reinforcement 

9. Jesus says that loving those who love us is no credit to us because even sinners do that. How can 
we reflect on this teaching in our relationships within the church? Are we sometimes guilty of 
only loving those who love us back? 

10. Why is it important to love not only our enemies but also those within the church, especially 
when there are disagreements or conflicts? How can we better embody love in the church 
community? 

The Reward 

11. Jesus promises a reward for loving our enemies. What is the nature of the reward? 
12. How does loving enemies reveal the "family likeness" of God? In what ways do you see this 

manifesting in your life when you extend love or grace to those who may not deserve it? 

The Model 

13. Jesus is the ultimate model of loving enemies, as He loved us when we were His enemies. How 
does this truth affect the way we view our ability to love others, even those who mistreat us? 

14. How can we cultivate a heart that reflects God's mercy, as seen in Jesus' life, in our interactions 
with those who may be hard to love? 

 
Thank you, Heavenly Father for your boundless love and mercy, shown to us in Jesus Christ. You loved us 
even when we were your enemies, and you call us to love in the same way. Strengthen our hearts to follow 
Christ’s example—to love those who oppose us, to bless instead of curse, and to seek peace where there is 
conflict. May we live as your children, showing kindness, generosity, and forgiveness, just as you have shown 
to us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  


