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1 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the 
blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
 

********************************************** 

The grace of God has appeared… that’s what we read in our reading from Titus… that’s what happened when Jesus 
was born – the GRACE of God appeared…! 

But I’ve jumped ahead… 

Christmas is such a great occasion – and although some here today may find it hard for one reason or another – 
most people love Christmas.  

But it can be tricky for families sometimes, can’t it? 

There was a lovely older couple – they had two kids – a son in Melbourne, a daughter in Adelaide… but they hadn’t 
been up to NSW for Christmas for many years.  

One night, the old man got on the phone to his son and said – “Son – I’m leaving your mother – I’ve had enough.  I 
don’t want to hear any argument – we’re done… I’ll be gone before Christmas.” 

The son was really taken a back – the last thing he expected from his parents who had been (apparently) happily 
married more than 50 years! 

He called his sister, explaining that he’d had this very strange and disturbing call from their dad… and she said – 
“we’d better get up there and sort them out. This is bizarre!” 

The son calls his dad back and says “Dad – don’t do anything… don’t pack – don’t leave. My sister and I are coming, 
and we’ll talk this whole thing through – just stay put!” 

The old man puts down the phone and walks into the lounge room and says to his wife, “I’ve good news dear – 
they’re both coming for Christmas and they’re paying their own way!” 

Reminds me of another couple who got lost Christmas shopping in Sydney… they became separated from one other 
and didn’t have a clue where the other one was.  

Fortunately they both had mobile phones, and so the woman called her husband and said ‘darling, where are you? I 
can’t see you anywhere!’ 

He answered, “you know that beautiful jewellery store where years ago we looked at that eternity ring I wanted to 
buy you – with all those gorgeous diamonds… but we just couldn’t afford it?’ 

And she started thinking to herself – oh – isn’t that wonderful – he’s going to get me that for Christmas… that’s just 
so wonderful! 

And then he piped up – “well – I’m on the bench outside!” 

 

Ah families – and shopping at Christmas!  

It’s all wonderful…  
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…and we love the gifts – both giving and receiving – we love gathering with the family – and the food – always eating 
way too much and inducing that food coma by around 2pm… we love time out – hope you get a break – we love the 
cricket… so much to love about this time…  

But I tell you what we often forget?  

Jesus!   

Jesus gets left out of so many Christmases – which is kind of ironic because if it wasn’t for him – there wouldn’t be 
any Christmas to celebrate! 

So let’s see from our Titus reading if we can unpack what this is all about…  

 

1 THE GRACE OF GOD 

• v11 – For the grace of God has appeared 

• every time you see the nativity scene… or the baby represented in one form or another… think to yourself – 
the grace of God has appeared 

• when that baby appeared, the grace of God appeared. 

• God’s grace is his great big generous love, which we don’t deserve.  

• And this baby – this Jesus – is a wonderous gift of that love – of God’s grace…. 

• Why did God turn up in this astonishing way?  

• The rest of the verse tells us - For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 

• So there is:  

2 AN OFFER ON THE TABLE 

• An offer of salvation – that is – the offer of a rescue.  

• Well – that’s all very well – but why did we need rescuing – what did we need rescuing from? And how does 
God turning up as a baby provide that rescue?  

• I’ll show you very easily what we needed rescuing from 

TURN AROUND 

• Most people live their lives with their back turned to God 

• …wanting to enjoy all the good things he has to offer but wanting nothing to do with him 

• They live as though he doesn’t exist or doesn’t matter 

• And THAT is why the world is in the mess it’s in 

TURN BACK AROUND 

• You don’t need me to convince you that the world IS in a mess…!  

• But Jesus turns up with an offer on the table…  

• An offer to rescue us from the mess…  
 

3 A RESCUE FROM THE MESS 



Preaching Christ.... 
...by the power of the Holy Spirit  

...and the authority of the Word of God 
 

    Diocese of Bathurst   20/12/22    3 

• v14 of our passage says that Jesus gave himself for us to redeem us (there’s that rescue word again) … rescue 
us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 

• God is so committed to us – he loves us SO much – that he’s not prepared to leave us in the mess we’ve made 
for ourselves… 

• He’s SO keen to pull people out of the mess… and transform their heart – so that instead of being keen to shut 
God out and do their own thing – they are actually keen to turn back, welcome him into their lives – and do 
everything that is good and right and wonderful… 

• This rescue mission – on which he embarked when he first appeared – when grace first appeared – consists of 
taking on all that was due to us for having shut him out – and by dying and rising – he makes it possible for 
anyone who wants to – to be forgiven of everything they’ve mucked up and be reconciled to God – both now 
and forever! // 

• Some of you have heard me share previously that I was only 10 years old when I got this… 

• I was at one of those Christian meetings with loads of people and a speaker out the front…  

• And two things moved me to tears that day 

• First – I knew in my heart, that I had treated God appallingly… shutting him and out and doing my own thing. 

• I was crushed and felt terrible at when I realised how I’d been living…  

• But second – I felt loved and assured and wonderfully comforted when I realised that through Jesus’ life, death 
and resurrection, I could be completely forgiven for having treated God so badly… that I could be put right 
with God and start again with him…. So wonderful!  

----------- 

• Don’t leave Jesus out this Christmas. 

• He loves you SO much! 

• The grace of God has appeared!  

• Embrace him. Welcome him back if you’ve been keeping him at bay. 

• Are you feeling lost? He’ll show you the way 

• Are you feeling weak? He has strength for you… 

• Are you feeling confused? He has clarity for you 

• Are you feeling hope-less? He has hope for you 

• Are you feeling anxious? He has comfort for you 

• Do you feel no one could love you – he has generous unconditional love…  

• and for your sin – he has forgiveness and a new heart which is pure and good.  

• For the grace of God has appeared, that offers salvation to all people  

• Happy Christmas!  

 


