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1 IMAGINE 

Have you ever imagined what being in what we often call ‘heaven’ will be like? 

What are the features we often see in American movies and recently – Australian TV commercials? 

- Clouds 

- Men with wings attached 

- Harps 

- Halos 

Jesus tells us to store up treasures in heaven – but we have no idea what that means… 

We talk about going to heaven when we die – but we have so little concept of what that means.  

..and don’t we sometimes wonder if heaven is all it’s cracked up to be? 

Do we really want to spend eternity there? 

I’ve had some people tell me –“couldn’t think of anything worse...”  they anticipate being bored...! 

Or sadder – it’s like being in church 24/7 and they couldn’t think of anything worse! 

... and then I think – they either just don’t have a clue... 

... or the things of this world are just too important... 

... or their view of God is so incredibly small – WAY too small! 

So this morning – we’re going to take some time to explore the new heavens and the new earth... 

And ‘new heavens and new earth’ is where we’ll start because that is where our passage from Revelation 21 starts – 
have a look with me:  

2 NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH 

• v1 – Then I saw ‘a new heaven and a new earth’, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away and 
there was no longer any sea. 

• Now this is picture language of course – in an effort to describe the indescribable…  

• And it was promised and pictured 8 centuries before Jesus - Isaiah 65:17 – Behold, I will create new heavens 
and a new earth.... I will create Jerusalem to be a delight... the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in 
it no more… 
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• And the Apostle Peter in his seond Epistle – 2 Peter 3:10 describes the present heaven and earth – that’s 
simply a way of describing everything – the present heavens and earth – dissolving – and then v13 - But 
according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

• When Jesus comes – the very elements of earth will melt with fervent heat... there’ll be no hiding from this 
under desks... or bunkering down in underground shelters! 

• This is way bigger than a nuclear holocaust! 

• This is not a racheting up to some impressive improvement on present creation. 

• It’s is not your average renovation. 

• This is knock down, wipe out; start again! // 

• Exactly what this entails is doubtless beyond our capacity to imagine.  

• But suffice to say – the new heavens and the new earth will be impressive!! 

• And the bit about not being any sea – for those who love the coast and the ocean – again picture language – 
symbol laden language – in the OT – the sea was a symbol of evil and chaos… so – the picture here of no more 
sea - is a symbol of the complete abolition of chaos, of evil, of mud and mire it all of its moral dimensions! 

• AND we see a manificent  

3 NEW JERUSALEM 

• The holy city is not just any old city.  

• It’s the city of the great King.  

• It’s the city of the Davidic dynasty.  

• It’s the city of the tabernacle and then the temple.  

• It’s the city where God rules and God dwells  

• This is not the Jerusalem over there in Israel.  

• This is coming down out of heaven! 

• Why is it new? 

• Because the old city in the end – was tainted by sin – remember God’s people were evicted from that city at 
one point… 

• This is perfectly renewed… again – picture language 

• Two cities feature in the book of Revelation. 

• One is Babylon – stands for everything evil 

• Second is Jerusalem – everything good and Holy – God’s city. 

• And the New Jerusalem shines with the glory of God... this is the place where God is supremely manifesting 
himself... making himself known. 

• v11 – it shone with the glory of God and it’s brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel – like a jasper... 

• This is New Jerusalem. It’s the city of the meeting place between God and his once sinful people who are now 
totally transformed and made holy 

• Scripture is struggling to find something that will approach what it’s like...  



Preaching Christ.... 
...by the power of the Holy Spirit  

...and the authority of the Word of God 
 

    Diocese of Bathurst   15/12/22    3 

• And we’re told that this city is prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband 

• A city – prepared as a bride – what’s that about?  
 

4 NEW BRIDE 

• In the OT, God himself is the groom and Israel is the bride 

• In the NT,  Christ is the groom and the church is the bride 

• So the groom is Jesus and he’s getting married to the bride which is also the church which is also the city!! 

• We the church – God’s people corporately – will be so intimately connected with Jesus who takes away the 
sins of the world... that he can talk of us bring his bride!  

• This is the OT imagery coming to fulfilment – to perfection! 

• we will be the bride... Christ our groom... (Hence imagery of the end time feast as a wedding feast!) 

• The whole city is the place where God dwells. It is the most holy place. And it is massive! 

• And it’s glorious 

• And you will be there by the grace of God! 

5 ….NEW DWELLING PLACE 

• Have a look with me at v3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is 

now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be 

with them and be their God   

• And that language is again drawn from passage after passage in OT 

• Lev 26 – 11 I will put my dwelling place among you, and I will not abhor you. 12 I will walk among you and be 
your God, and you will be my people. 

• Jeremiah 31:33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the Lord. “I 
will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people–  

• Ezekiel 37:27 My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. 

• ... so everything that was anticipated in the Old Testament about the final days...  now coming to fulfilment – 
God is our God – we are his people – so  unrestrictedly, now unqualifiedly, now so spectacularly...  we’ll 
enjoy the closest possible intimacy with our creator // 

• Because this a whole new order… 

6 ….NEW ORDER 

• V4 - He will wipe every tear from their eyes... there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain for the 
old order of things is passed away. 

• That’s not the way it is right now. 

• But this is the new heavens and the new earth... the old order that was cursed because of sin, that old order 
that attracted the wrath of God, that was stamped by death and characterised by decay....  that the old order 
will have gone!  /// 

• I can’t imagine the dimensions of grief and tears around this room if we started sharing our stories....  
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• But there will be no more tears. 

• No more death 

• No more mourning 

• For the old order of things has passed away. 

• This is resurrection existence.  

• This is the great end to which the Bible has been heading since the fall in Genesis 3! 

• I saw a new heaven and a new earth!!!! //// 

----------- 

• Let me see if I can sum up bring this to a close 

• I want to point out to you one verse from the following chapter – the last chapter in the entire Bible.  

• Revelation 22:3-4 The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city and his servants will serve him.. and  

• V4 - THEY WILL SEE HIS FACE! 

• We will see the face of Jesus – the lamb of God who by his death and resurrection took away our sin – Jesus 
our Saviour! 

• OT understood that no one could see God and live!! 

• Whenever someone ‘saw’ God it was always limited in some way...  

• Moses – burning bush -  

• Isaiah - yes I saw the vision of the Lord  in the temple – and he cries ‘woe to me for I am a man of unclean lips’ 

• Or you turn to the vision at the end of Ezekiel 1 and what is seen – the appearance of the likeness of the glory 
of the Lord...!  

• But in the new heavens and the new earth -  

• … we will have been transformed into his very likeness. 

• We’ll be without spot or blemish! 

• We’ll be perfected... 

• AND WE WILL SEE HIS FACE!! 

• Face to face with Christ, my Saviour, 
Face to face—what will it be, 
When with rapture I behold Him, 
Jesus Christ Who died for me! 

• I’ve talked to a lot of people who are keen to get to heaven so they can see their lost long relatives.  

• But friends – that will frankly be nothing compared to this!! 

• The culmination of everything /// is to see God.  

• We see a preview when Jesus is transfigured before Peter, James and John 

• We see a preview in the glory of Jesus on the cross 

• We experience something of being in his presence by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.... 
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• We experience a measure when we the church gather in worship and he is here in our presence... 

• We have some wonderful foretastes – but one day we will see his face. 

• We shall see his face and every joy will be perfected 

•  and every ecstasy will be beyond measure... 

• every intimacy will be superb 

• ... and this in the framework of rejoicing and choirs and work and growth and learning and knowing more of 
God and exploring the dimensions of his grace for all eternity and even then  we’ll only be scratching the 
surface.... and we shall see his face.  // 

• Will you.... see his face? 

• Will you be there??????? 

• I’m sure in a crowd this size there are some of you who have never trusted Christ Jesus. 

• I beg of you to say today: “God me merciful to be a sinner”. 

• I beg of you to see that you (like me) deserve banishing from God’s presence…  

• AND I beg of you to say to God “please forgive me through Jesus’ death” 

• ...and I pray that you might hunger for the glory of the new heaven and the new earth and the awesome 
presence of God.... 

• And if you want to say anything like that today – please speak contact me or someone else you trust... 

• But hear the invitation from God himself... 

• Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes, take the free gift of the water of life.  

------------------- 

• Well – there’s our Advent series… Jesus is coming… 

• Are you ready? 

• Are you looking forward 

• Do you realise – gladness and joy await? 

• Do you know that every tear will be wiped away? /// 

• And next weekend – when we celebrate Jesus’ first coming – remember that glorious event – is but the first 
act… Act II is the climax and all that we’ve seen these past 4 weeks…. 

• Jesus is coming!  

• Alleluia! Come Lord Jesus!  

  

 

 


