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Outline: Do we take seriously 

- the judgement of God? 
- the power of God? 

 
______________________________ 

If I was to ask ‘do you take God seriously?’, you might  

- Laugh it off...  of course – I’m here in church or watching this video, aren’t I? // 

- You might actually be offended – “how dare you suggest I may not be taking God seriously!” 

- Or you might say – well – if I’m honest? – sometimes I take him seriously – sometimes – not so 
sure! 

 I’m only asking this, because I think there are times when I don’t take him seriously... // 

There are times when I brazenly do my own thing and think little of the grief I must surely bring to God’s 
heart because of my rebellion // 

There are times when I drop the ball on doing the good I ought to be doing because I’m selfish or lazy 

...but surely if I really believed the things I say I believe about God – then I’d take him more seriously…! 

...and I’d stop treating him like he didn’t really matter!  /// 

 

Our life is full of these sorts of contradictions. 

“Family is everything!” we say – unless what someone wants us to do for them is inconvenient... // 

“don’t text while you drive” we may tell our kids or grandkids… and we believe that – until we just have to 
respond to that text while we are driving! 

“Take God seriously // of course I take God seriously!” – just up to the point where he wants me to do 
something I don’t want to do... or STOP doing something I’m quite fond of... or part with some money that 
I’m quite attached to... then... then... our claim to take him seriously can become unstuck! // 

This first half of Act 5 we look at today, asks us ‘do we take him seriously?’ 

Do we take his 

1. Judgement seriously  vv1-11; and do we take his: 
2. Power seriously  vv12-26 
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1. JUDGEMENT 

We’re shocked to read this story of Ananias and Sapphira aren’t we? 

And it raises lots of questions. 

Is this for real?  

Would God actually do this? // 

But we have no reason to doubt it.  

In fact it goes to the authenticity of Luke’s historical account... why would you include this unless it 
happened! 

As so often in the New Testament documents, if you set about to make up a religion… you would NOT 
include stories like this… not a good look! Not attractive to people – surely! 

The previous chapter ended with the story of people selling blocks of land or houses and bringing the 
proceeds to the apostles who would then distribute the funds to those who had need 

And so that we don’t think it’s just a general feel-good statement, at the end of ch 4 – have a look - Luke 
gives a specific example of a man named Joseph – renamed Barnabas because he was an encourager... 
inference – go ask him – check with him! // 

But Ananias and Sapphira – their story was a little different 

They did not bring the entire proceeds of their land.  

They sold their land. // Great! 

They brought some  of the proceeds to the apostles.  

Not a problem – in and of itself.  

It wasn’t compulsory to sell their land.  

Nor was it compulsory to bring the entire proceeds if you did! 

So what was the problem? // 

They made OUT that they brought the entire proceeds! 

They wanted to keep some of the money for themselves but they wanted the reputation of generosity – the 
recognition – the admiration – for having brought the lot! // 

Peter says to Ananias in v3 – you have lied to the Holy Spirit... and then at the end of v4 – you have not lied 
to men but to God! (So just as an aside, this Trinity Sunday – a clear implication that the Holy Spirit is God – 
you’ve lied to the Holy Spirit – you’ve lied to God!) (Trinity Sunday aside finished!) 

Then Peter makes clear to Sapphira – v9 - that they had agreed to test the Spirit of the Lord.  // 

And for both Ananias and Sapphira - ... it was the very last thing they did! 
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Their life was demanded of them. In turn, they were carried out of the room, dead!  

Woah! 

Tough call? // 

Absolutely... but perhaps the infant church needed to learn that God cannot be mocked.  

He is not to be played with.  

You cannot fool him – or fool with him.  

He demands to be taken seriously.  

You can deceive other people // but not God. 

Now – there was no other report of such dramatic action in the life of the early church.  

God doesn’t go around doing this sort of thing every day! 

but there were certainly times in the Old Testament when God demanded people’s lives on the spot for 
they had not taken him or his demands seriously! 

Do YOU take God seriously? 

I can think of times when I’ve done exactly what this pair did.  

I’ve manipulated a situation so that I appear more generous than I really am. 

I’ve deceived people into thinking I’m something I’m not / so they think well of me... admire me... 
appreciate me. 

And you probably have too! // 

Do you recall the words of Jesus in Matthew 6? 

“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will 
have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand 
is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you. 

Jesus goes on to make the same point with regards to prayer and in relation to fasting. 

Don’t do anything in the name of God… in which your aim is to advance your own reputation in the eyes of 
others… /  

So today we’re being asked, do we take God seriously – do we take his judgement seriously? 
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Will we try and pass ourselves off to others as something we’re not? 

Do we think for a moment / God can be fooled? 

Do we care for our reputation more than for God’s?/// 

We may not lose our lives on the spot – but we WILL be called to account!  // 

So – do we take God’s judgement seriously... second –  vv12-16 - do we take his power seriously? 

2. POWER  VV12-16 

note first the amazing miracles we see here 

v12 – The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people.  

signs and wonders in Solomon’s Colonnade – in the temple 

notice this caused a response of caution among the people – v13 No one else dared joined them, even 
though they were highly regarded by the people 

back in ch 2 we read that they enjoyed the favour of all the people…  

so – highly regarded – and yet – a respect – an awe – that took them and the work God was doing among 
them seriously…  

…but note that although people didn’t want to join them IN the temple itself – in Solomon’s Colonnade – we 
read in v14 – and we’ll come back here shortly – that this didn’t stop people believing in the Lord and being 
added to their number!! // 

...and then out on the streets... v15 – have a look – people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on 
beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by... 

Amazing! Peter’s shadow falling on some who were healed as that happen! Extraordinary! 

Note that this amazing work here happens through the apostles – those specially chosen and sent out 
leaders of the early church...   There was something very special about those chosen by God, sent by Jesus  
// 

these were amazing times where the signs and wonders served to authenticate the message of who Jesus is 
and what he came to do. 

[explain it] Now of course people are sceptical about accounts such as these...  just as they are about Jesus’ 
miracles. 

But if God is the creator God of the universe – then all power and authority is his 

The God who spoke and things came into being is more than capable of making sick people well and 
banishing evil spirits. 

This is the power and authority of Jesus we are witnessing! // 
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And the second aspect of God’s power in this account we see here – is his power to change lives – v14 –
nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 

so all through this account – we find people finding new life in the Lord Jesus.  

Their lives are turned around – turned upside down – or rather – right side up – as they come to recognise 
Jesus for who he is. 

God continues to change lives. 

Dr Holly Ordway – in her book titled “Not God’s type” she says “At thirty-one years old, I was an atheist 
college professor–and I delighted in thinking of myself that way. I got a kick out of being an unbeliever; it was 
fun to consider myself superior to the unenlightened, superstitious masses, and to make snide comments 
about Christians.” 

After meeting a Christian who answered her questions, she began reading the gospel. And as a professor of 
English literature she said : I read through the Gospel narratives again, trying to take in what they said. I had 
to admit that — even apart from everything else I had learned — I recognised that they were fact, not story 

She wrestled with all of this and eventually became a Christian and over time, her life changed. 

God still changes lives.  

It’s actually the greatest miracle of all time…  

God’s gift – his work from start to finish 

…from the first arousal of interest in Jesus… 

To eyes to see who Jesus is 

To the capacity to understand the significance of Jesus’ death and resurrection for the forgiveness of sin… 

To the softening of the heart which is then ready to repent and believe…. 

…to the sweet surrender to Jesus as Lord…. 

..and the comfort and assurance of reconciliation and the gift of eternal life…. 

…yes – more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number…  // 

Some among us here – know that reality very recently – some many years ago….  

The Lord is still adding to his number!  // 

[apply] Do we take the power of God seriously? 

Power to heal through the apostles?  And still today?? // 

And power to change lives?  And still today? // 

------------------- 
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Are you taking God seriously? 

Do you take his judgment seriously? – that he cannot be fooled 

His power seriously?  

– especially to change lives …and grant repentance and forgiveness 

 

I have no doubt – for many here – answer – absolutely seriously... 

But I also have no doubt that for many – today’s the day to decide take him seriously once more… 

Not to be doing anything simply to enhance your reputation in the sight of others…. But to know that the 
Lord sees all – knows all 

….and to take seriously the power of God – to heal – and to restore life… to call men and women to 
himself…  

…are you assured that God still changes live… and right across our diocese… that we can and should expect 
the Lord to KEEP ON adding to our number, those who are being saved…  // 

 


