
 
Leaders: choose some, but not all of the following questions. Email me with any questions. Mark.  

Week 3 – Conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

1. Is there anything that stood out for you from the message? Anything new to you? 

2. What would you say to a minister or bishop who no longer believes in God and such things as 
miracles and the virgin birth?  

3. Why does the concept of the virgin birth seem for some to be something that’s harder to come to grips 
with than some of the other miraculous incidents in the Gospels?   

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE ACTUALLY SAY?    Read Luke 1:26-35, Matthew 1:18-25, Philippians 2:5-11   

4. What are the stand out features of these accounts? 

5. What do you make of Mary’s response and Joseph’s response? They both responded in submission 
and obedience. What is there to learn from their response? 

6. What do you make of Jesus’ humility in becoming man? How can we learn to ‘have the same mind’ 
as Jesus?  What are some of the implications of Jesus being fully human? How does this help us?  

IS IT TRUE? 

7. Recall why we have such confidence in the reliability of the New Testament documents? (Note that 
Matthew and Luke’s eyewitness testimony to the virgin birth went uncontested! Eye-witness 
accounts are more significant than opinions!) 

8. If you reject the virgin birth as truth, what are the implications for everything else in the New 
Testament? 

9. What remarkable things have come from Jesus who was born of a virgin? (His arrival and departure 
from this earth was utterly unique – as was his message and his claims! Bishop Chris pointed out 
how remarkable each part of his life is – not only the virgin birth.)  

WHAT HELP OR HARM IS THERE IN THIS TEACHING? 

10. What does the concept of ‘immaculate conception’ mean? How did it arise? Why is it that Anglicans 
have generally not embraced this teaching? (1854 – this became official Roman Catholic teaching.) 

11. What do Mary’s words in Luke 1:47 tell us about her perceived need for a Saviour? (Mary was a 
model of faith with a unique responsibility, but the Bible does not mention anything about praying to her.) 

God showed his face and entered history and spoke to us as his Son. He is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of God. Want to see God? Look to Jesus. And born as a human, he gets us as we are. He did this so 
we can know God’s love, experience his mercy and be his friend. How wonderful! Loved, befriended, adopted and 
shown mercy. How good is this!!   


