God’s Church (Week 7/18: Marriage & Singleness)
Small Group Discussion Questions
Connect Is there an area of sexual immorality that you need to address and ee from?
Warm-Up
1. What is the worst relationship advice that you have ever received?
2. What are some of the lies do you think our culture tells about sex and relationships?

Read 1 Corinthians 7:1-7
3. What were the questions that prompted Paul to write this part of the letter? Can you explain them?
4. According to Paul (and Jesus), how is it clear that marriage is the context for sex? Was that a countercultural idea in Corinth? Is it a counter-cultural concept today?
5. If married, how does sex only between the husband and wife honour God?
If single, how does abstinence from sex also honour God?
6. If someone was single, would it be right for them to grieve longings (e.g, for sexual expression or to
be a parent) that cannot be expressed outside of the context of marriage? What would be a healthy
way to go about expressing such grief to God?

Read 1 Corinthians 7:8-16
7. What are all the various reasons that people were considering getting divorced?
8. How can we best care for and love those who experience the brokenness of a marriage? How can we
help support healthy marriages in the context of our local church?
9. Do you think our culture ever diminishes single people? What are some of the common ways?
10. If single, do you think it’s ever possible to idolise marriage? How might this be a distraction?

Read 1 Corinthians 7:17-40
11. In what way can marriage and singleness both be gi s to God? What dictates this?
12. Whether married, single, divorced, or widowed, what is our purpose? How do you approach
relationships in such a way that demonstrates devotion to the Lord?
13. How can we spur one another on in our devotion to the Lord no matter our circumstance?
14. Is there anything currently distracting you from whole-hearted devotion to the Lord?

Apply How could you use your circumstance - right now - in more focused devotion to the Lord?
Pray Heavenly Father, thank you for the circumstances in which you have placed us. Whether married or single,
help us to nd our ultimate satisfaction in you, and devote our whole lives to your glory. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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God’s Church (Week 7/18: Marriage & Singleness)
Small Group Discussion Questions
On Your Front Line this Week
How does the use of your time re ect your priorities? Is there someone on your frontline you could more
intentionally build trust with?

For Families
Download some of the family resources to use at home: stbartskids.org

Listen, Watch, and Read
• BOOK: Married for God by Christopher Ash: https://bit.ly/3g7taeJ
• BOOK: A Better Story: God, Sex, and Human Flourishing by Glynn Harrison: https://bit.ly/2Snrl4u
• ARTICLE: Can we live without sex? by Dani Treweek:
https://ccl.moore.edu.au/resources/life-without-sex-is-it-good/
• BOOK: Seven Myths of Singleness by Sam Allberry:
https://bit.ly/3fHLHy7
• AUDIO & VIDEO: Resources from the Single Minded Conference (Hot Topics):
https://www.singleminded.community/oureventresources
• COURSE: The Marriage Course (also scheduled to run at St Bart’s starting October 7)
https://themarriagecourse.org

Series Resources:
Some helpful resources for this series:
• Website: “First Corinthians” by the Bible Project: https://bibleproject.com/learn/1-corinthians/
• Course: “1 Corinthians” as part of the Ridley Certi cate (6-week online course): stbarts.com.au/ridley
• For Families: Bookmark Reading Plan for Families (Weeks 1-9): https://bit.ly/3uoz4gs
• Access relevant books in the St Bart’s Library: www.librarycat.org/lib/stbart/search/tag/1+Corinthians
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Week 08/18 (GOD’S CHURCH): 13/06/21
“Marriage & Singleness” by the Rev’d Adam Lowe
Bible Passage: 1 Corinthians 7

What is the worst piece of relationship advice that you have ever received?
• We live in a culture that is obsessed with relationships!
some people are intent on telling you want they think,
there’s no shortage of blogs that have been published:
with advice often ranging from the outright inappropriate to the totally perplexing.
• And closer to home,
there’s a special place in the the pages of dodgiest relationship advice ever,
for so-called Christian relationship advice, that’s just:
at one end of the extreme: worldliness dressed up as faithfulness; and
the other end: dodgy theology used to support - frankly - pretty weird practices.
• It often leaves me wondering: how hard can this be? //
We already know that when it came to relationships,
the Church in Corinth was really good at making a mess of things.
• Paul’s devoted a big section of his letter, chapters 5 and 6,
to implore the Corinthians that they need to flee from sexual immorality:
they need to flee from any sexual activity outside of that between a husband and a wife.
• They need to bring their behaviour in line with what the Gospel demands.
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• But now, Paul goes from addressing their problematic approach to sex,
to talking about a positive godly view of relationships. //
• to those who are married: be it to believers or unbelievers.
to those who are single: be they engaged or not engaged.
to those who are divorced: be they abandoned or otherwise.
to those who are widowed.
• Paul is speaking to everyone in the Corinthian church.
• And note, that this isn’t just an interesting thought-exercise for Paul, it’s a live issue.
• Paul is writing this in response to questions that some in the church have asked of him.
• So note, chapter 7, verse 1:
Now for the matters you wrote about: [those things they’ve asked about] “It is good for a man not to
have sexual relations with a woman.” (1 Corinthians 7:1)

• And then, verse 25
Now about virgins [that is, those engaged to be married]: I have no command from the Lord, but I
give a judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. (1 Corinthians 7:25)
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Amidst a world of competing ideas,
where do you get your relationship advice from?
Family? Friends? A blog? Oprah? Your colleagues?
• Let’s see what the Bible has to say.
I think the Bible has the best relationship advice ever:
• Sex is for Marriage (vv.1-7);
Marriage is for Keeps - Singleness Maybe Not (vv.8-31; 36-40);
Whatever the Circumstance: Live Lives Devoted to the Lord (vv.32-35).
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SEX IS FOR MARRIAGE | VV.1-7
성은 결혼 생활을 위한 것입니다 | TƆ̈C Ë KI DË THIEK
First, sex is for marriage. Back to verse 1 of chapter 7…
Now for the matters you wrote about: “It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman.”

If the question “is it good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman?” seems kind
of weird, need to understand that there are a number of issues going on in Corinth.
• not only is there likely some crisis of famine and disease occurring (v.26);
not only is there likely some tension about whether Jesus is returning imminently (v.31);
but there’s also some weird spiritual ideas going around about the nature of our bodies:
that our spiritual nature is superior to our physical nature.
• Not only did that mistaken understanding lead some people, as we saw last week:
to think that they could do whatever they wanted with their bodies, that they could
engage in sexual immorality, sexual activity outside out of the context of marriage,
but at the opposite end of the spectrum, some people thought because matter was lesser,
that sexual activity should not be pursued at all, as it would be a corruptive force.
They likely even thought that abstinence from sex in marriage gave them spiritual kudos.
• Often that’s what people think that’s what Christianity teaches. That sex is bad.
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• But what does Paul say in response to the question,
is it good for a man to have sexual relations with a woman?
• Yes! But note, Paul does a quick rephrase and clarification,
yes, sex is good, in the context of a marriage between a husband and a wife!
But since sexual immorality is occurring, each man should have sexual relations with his own wife,
and each woman with her own husband. (Verse 2)

• Note that when Paul is not saying that sex (in marriage) is merely some way to
appease the rampant sexual immorality occurring in Corinth, but he’s being countercultural, corrective, saying that sex is a gift to be expressed and enjoyed in marriage.
• Amidst Roman view at the time that sex in marriage was only for procreation,
and that sexual pleasure was found outside of marriage with slaves or prostitutes,
Paul says, no, not only is sex good, but it has one context alone, exclusively,
between that of a husband and wife. There’s no other context.
The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. 4 The wife
does not have authority over her own body but yields it to her husband. In the same way, the husband
does not have authority over his own body but yields it to his wife. (Verses 3-4)

This is a wonderful and counter-cultural view of sex both then and now!
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• There is a beautiful mutuality of what Paul is describing,
that they are no longer their own, but belong to one another.
• This is not of course some anti-consent teaching,
or that the husband or wife should engage in sex unwillingly,
but something mutually precious and extraordinary.
• Sex is not transactional. It’s not a bargaining chip.
Sex is not a consumer experience about one person’s needs being met over the other.
But that within a life-long union of husband and wife, of being other-centred,
that they so give of each other, in mind, body, and spirit,
they they serve one another in loving devotion.
In the words to the introduction at a wedding, that set out the focus and purpose of marriage, there’s a
phrase right at the beginning that always stands out: “marriage is a gift from God… for the proper
expression of natural instincts and affections with which he has endowed us” - and I’m sure when
those words are read, some people think oh this is a bit embarrassing, what a restrictive view.

So often our culture can think that this is some sort of outdated and archaic idea.
• But the Bible says, no, That so precious is this gift, so significant is sex,
that it only finds it’s full and proper expression safely,
in the context of a public commitment of man and woman in marriage.
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• Paul’s being really pastoral, he’s not condemning those who have done differently,
but he’s inviting them to bring their lives into line with the Gospel now.
• Paul’s also sensitive to times in marriage in which it may not be possible.
• Verse 5 and 6. There might be health reasons. Things change over the course of a life-time.
But note that as Paul asserts that sex is made only for marriage,
that does not mean he he has a lower view of those who are single.
V.7 I wish all of you were as I am…
V.8 It is good (not compulsory) for unmarried and widows to stay unmarried as I do.

• He’s not saying that singleness is better, but that it is also good!
In a world obsessed with sexuality and romantic intimacy,
that suggests that if you’re not sexually active than you’re denying your identity,
single Christians live a counter-cultural witness to say: I don’t believe that’s true!
Single Christians abstain from sex outside the marriage bond bear witness to the faithful nature of
God’s love with the same authority as those who have sex inside the marriage bond… Both single and
married people who obtain from sex outside the marriage bond point to the same thing! They both
“deploy” their sexuality in ways that serve as a sign of the kingdom and the faithful character of God’s
passion.
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MARRIAGE IS FOR KEEPS - SINGLENESS MAYBE NOT | VV.8-31;36-40
결혼은 영구적으로 유지하는 것 - 독신은 아마도 아니겠지만
THIEK Ë KƆC TIT GUƆP APIATH ENƆŊ KƆC KEN THIEK BIIK YA THIEK
Sex is for marriage. Second piece of the best relationship advice ever,
marriage is for keeps, singleness maybe not.
• First, marriage is for keeps.
• That might seem like a really obvious thing to say. Even as our own culture that has
rejected the classic Christian definition of marriage as being between a man and a woman,
people on-the-whole still want to retain the intention that marriage is life-long.
• But in the Church in Corinth
amidst crisis, confusion about the Lord retraining, and conversion to Christianity, divorce
was common, and people were contemplating sudden changes to their marriages.
• // But the take home advice from Paul, is this: stay married.
Amidst Greco-Roman world of serial divorce, counter-cultural thinking: Verse 11..
10 To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her
husband. 11 But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a
husband must not divorce his wife. (vv.10-11)
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• Paul is quoting Jesus in Mark 10.
• Paul recognises that sometimes there will be a case for divorce:
possibly in the case of adultery, as was the reference by Jesus,
possibly in the case of abandonment, when, verse 15, if the “unbeliever leaves”
I think also, in the case of abuse; it’s not mean to be an exhaustive list.
• But the point is that standard for marriage is that it is life-long,
and that divorce, even when it occurs with substantive cause,
is always with significant sadness, pain, and cost.
• I’ve walked that journey with various people.
And every one of them would talk about how costly and painful divorce is.
That even in the face of a seemingly immovable impasse,
of the agony of the brokenness experienced and the witnessing of being it torn apart.
Or the sadness when both parties don’t commit to reconciliation.
• We need to care for those people, love those people.
• Sometimes people think the answer is to give up on the idea of marriage being life-long. I read
one author recently say, look most marriages fail, so they should just be limited to 7 years.
• But that’s not the answer. We need to be communities, of married and singles,
in which people can share in their struggles, receive the support that they need.
• In Corinth, people - both believers and unbelievers - were walking away from their
marriages, and in some cases dressing it up as being super spiritual.
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Some of the Christians were wondering if God wanted them to leave their unbelieving spouse.
Some of them were even worried that it would in some way by unholy to remain.
• But Paul’s answer is clear: not only is marriage for keeps,
but that staying in that marriage with the unbelieving spouse is honouring to God. //
• When Paul says in verse 14 that:
the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been
sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they
are holy. (v.14)

• He’s not saying that the unbelieving spouse is saved automatically,
that’s clear in verse 16 that part of the hope that that they will be saved through their witness,
but that their marriage, is a holy union to be honoured.
• Over the years I’ve been amazed of the faithful witness of brothers and sisters in Christ to their
spouse who does not yet believe. It’s always such an incredible point of praise,
when that unbelieving spouse, due to the witness of their husband or wife, comes to faith!
• Paul’s point is clear: marriage is for keeps.
But singleness, well, it’s not necessarily for keeps.
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• Paul covers a lot of territory, but the point is clear:
Those who are unmarried, may get married, or they may not.
• So often in our culture, singleness is so often viewed as a problem to be solved.
• But there’s not one hint from anything Paul has to say that being single, is inferior!
• To those married, I’m sure you would never think your single brother and sisters as less.
• But sometimes, by the things we say, we communicate to those who are single,
that they are somehow incomplete, inferior, or in a holding pattern.
• With best intentions, we imply that single people are less, when:
we only invite them to dinner to try and pair them up,
or when we say, someone is out there,
I’m not sure why you’re not married,
don’t worry, somewhere is out there, or at a wedding, you’ll be next!
• It’s not helpful. It:
implies that people can only be satisfied if married, and therefore
denies that it’s only in God that we can find our ultimate satisfaction.
And if you’re single, it’s possible to have too high or too low view of marriage.
• If you have too low view of marriage,
you’ll be tempted to compromise: who you marry; your standards for sex.
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• And I want to say to you, don’t. Don’t go there.
It’s not permanent. It could be finished tomorrow by text. Your single, until you’re married.
• That doesn’t mean that it won’t be hard at times.
It doesn’t mean that if you’re single, that you won’t long to be married or be a parent.
As Vaughn Roberts puts it, people’s experience of singleness with differ:
by age, circumstance (may have never married, be divorced, or widowed),
and experience (whether they chose to be single or not).
• But run to God for he can be trusted with all of your deepest needs.
• And if you have too high view of marriage,
you’ll forever be treating it as an idol, the thing that will finally satisfy,
when the only one who can truly satisfy, is the Lord himself. //
• Just as marriage is meant to point to God’s love for the world,
your singleness points to the all-encompassing sufficiency of the Lord.
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LIVE LIVES DEVOTED TO THE LORD | VV.32-35
어떤 상황속에서도 주를 섬기는 삶을 사십시요
NE KI RIƐC EBEN YE PIIR DU YË GÄM NHIALIC KU YË LUƆ̈I
Finally, best relationship advice ever,
whatever the circumstance live lives devoted to the Lord.
• Amidst whatever crisis they were experiencing,
the Corinthians wanted to throw all the norms out the window.
• COVID hits, no one knows the social etiquette of leaving some toilet paper on the shelf.
• Some of the Corinthians are wondering,
should I make radical changes to my life circumstances now that I believe,
Paul says, over-and-over again: stay where you were when God called you.
• Whether you’re slave or free, circumcised or not,
married or single, engaged or not, you’re missing the point.
• The point is that, verse 23:
you were bought at a price, do not become slaves of human beings. Brothers and sisters, each person,
as responsible to God, should remain in the situation they were in when God called them. (vv.23-24)
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• With our whole lives we are responsible to God.
• Paul says, verses 34 and 35, whether unmarried or married, the goal is the same:
live in undivided devotion to the Lord.
Hear what Paul is saying…
• This world in its present form is passing away.
And on the day when the Lord Jesus returns, there will be a great wedding!
• The Bible speaks of Jesus as the bridegroom, the church is his bride!
• So whether you’re single or married today: the goal remains the same! //
• To orientate our whole lives in devotion to the only one who truly satisfies.
• That’s what marriage is meant to demonstrate;
That’s what singleness is meant to demonstrate!
• Our lives point to the wedding yet to come!
• Married? Live in devotion to the Lord.
Single? Live in devotion to the Lord.
Divorced? Live in devotion to the Lord.
Widowed? Live in devotion to the Lord.

15

